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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

19. Why did FDR win so 
big?

20. What are three issues 
FDR faced as the new 
President?



FDR’s Response

Intro thoughts

Remember the Bonus Marchers?

What do they symbolize?

How will they doom Hoover
(Click to next slide)



Remember the Bonus marchers?
Under the command of Army Chief of Staff Douglas MacArthur, 
troops attacked the marchers and began destroying their camps.

MacArthur's forces pursued the marchers to their main 
encampment, which was soon engulfed in flames. 

Why do they matter? What does this all symbolize?
Why will it doom Hoover from reelection?



Closing Question

How would you have tried to solve the Great 
Depression?



Main Notes

FDR’s Presidency responds



Franklin D. Roosevelt

Franklin Roosevelt

•   Roosevelt came from a wealthy background, 
attended Harvard and Columbia Law School

•   Elected to the New York Senate in 1910 as a 
progressive reformer 

•   Won the vice-presidential nomination for the 
Democratic Party in 1920 

•   Stricken with polio in 1921

•   In 1928 Roosevelt was elected governor of New 
York. Barely. Next two years: won the hearts of 
New York. So… 

•   Reelected governor in 1930 by a landslide 



Roosevelt’s Rise to Power

• Who is FDR?

• Name three fun facts 
about this guy.

4m bio

http://www.biography.com/people/franklin-d-roosevelt-9463381
http://www.biography.com/people/franklin-d-roosevelt-9463381


Polio

• Why will this matter?

• Would a candidate 
with this condition be 
easily elected these 
days? 

• Why?



The Election of 1932

• The year 1932 was a difficult time in U.S. history. 
The country was struggling through the Great 
Depression, and people were in desperate need 
of assistance. 

• In the election campaign that year, the 
Democratic Party's nominee, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, traveled over 25,000 miles across the 
country by train to garner support and to assure 
the public of his positive plans for the future. 

• His vigorous campaigning paid off, and he won 
the office over Republican Herbert Hoover in a 
landslide victory.



Roosevelt aboard his campaign train, 
"The Roosevelt Special.”



A crowd of supporters gather around Roosevelt, his wife, 
Eleanor, and their son, Elliot, during the campaign.



the Roosevelt family on a campaign 
stop in Chicago, Illinois



Results of the election

Make two 
analytical 
statements 
about this map



Election of 1932

• What happened to Hoover?

• What did FDR seem to promise?

• Memorize these words from his 
inauguration…

• “… THE ONLY THING WE HAVE TO FEAR… 

• IS… FEAR ITSELF!”

• On the next slide, each group member will read out loud. If you you have 
3 group members, #3 will read both #3 and #4.



Franklin Roosevelt's First Inaugural 
Address

1. This is… the time to speak the truth,  the whole 
truth, frankly and boldly. 

2. This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will 
revive and will prosper. 

3. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the 
only thing we have to fear is fear itself

4. …nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which 
paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into 
advance

—Franklin Delano Roosevelt, First Inaugural Address

What do you think Roosevelt's purpose was with this speech?

”



Hundred Days
• FDR quickly went to work to reverse the 

downturn of the market
• His first three month in office became know as his 

“hundred days”
• The speed with which he applied his plans are 

legendary… impressive, and now expected
• What were the major issues?

– Nearly every bank had failed
– Nearly every working American feared they’d soon 

lose their jobs, too
– 25% of Americans were already out of work

• All new Presidents are still judged on the success 
of their first 100 days in office


